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O meet the needs of the present-day elementary 
school, the Normal School desires to have the best 
type of student that it can secure, and the high schoo} 
through its function of vocational guidance is in a 
position to give valuable assistance in encouraging 
those students who are adapted to this work to en- 
ter the profession of teaching. Briefly the normal 
school will welcome to its training courses any 
student who possesses good health, an alert mind, an attractive 
and adaptable personality with some capacity for leadership, a 
well developed and responsible character, reasonably good schol- 
arship, and a liking for children. 

Never has it been more apparent than at the present time that 
the instruction of children is not safe in the care of any but the 
selected and trained teacher. Parents as well as administrators 
are increasingly concerned over the matter and are in a very 
real sense becoming accurately informed as to the fitness of those 
who are charged with the instruction of their children. Conse- 
quently it is pertinent to point out the outstanding qualifications 
that make for successful appreciation and achievement in this 
most important vocation. 

Good health. The physically defective person should not be 
ambitious to teach and should not be encouraged to enter the pro- 
fession, for such a person is not wanted by the patrons of the 
school and cannot easily be placed by the administrators of educa- 
tion. It is even believed that public opinion will soon decree 
that the chronically dyspetic as well as the deformed person shall 
not be allowed to stand before children as teacher and example. 
For good health and a sound body are and must be fundamental 
requirements of all who are to direct the training and develop- 
ment of the young; in short, the contagious influence of vigorous 
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good health is one of the most indispensable and most valuable 
assets that a teacher can have. ; ; 

An alert mind. Active mental life is dependent upon the 
possession of a sound body. One cannot otherwise expect to be 
mentally efficient. But not all persons of good health are blessed 
with alertness of mind and the teacher preeminently has need 
of it. It means a readiness to do things, not’ to watch others do 
them. ‘The only excuse for watching others do things is to learn 
how better to do them oneself. It means to have formed the 
habit of doing things in an eager, purposeful spirit. It means 
to have learned to work with a will at the things that come next. 
This is the quick-acting mentality which is ever ready for im- 
pressions and is accustomed to react as readily to them. 

An attractive and adaptable personality with some capacity for 
leadership. The work of the teacher is largely a work of service 
and consequently the aspirant for achievement in it should be 
possessed of a good spirit, growing out of a deep interest in the 
welfare of others. She should be modest yet not lacking in force- 
fulness, fair-minded, having initiative and executive ability, en- 
thusiastic, eager, active, and well-mannered, and as a balance to 
dignity, she may well cultivate a keen sense of humor. Being 
endowed with these qualities a successful teacher will find it easy 
and natural to see a problem from the learner’s point of view, 
to discern what is good for him to know and to do, what his 
peculiar difficulties are and how he thinks. She will easily ac- 
quire the habit of looking into the mind and character of the 
children to be taught, of having regard for the background of 
‘their consciousness, for the apperceiving bodies of knowledge in 
their minds and for the habits of action already acquired. 

Well developed and responsible character. Acceptable charac- 
ter is built upon high ideals and good habits. or effective work 
in teaching it also comprehends the ability to think straight, with 
a clear consciousness of purpose and a fair realization of the 
means that help or hinder in achieving it. It places value not 
on the disposition to dream of strength, wisdom, skill and power, 
but rather on the disposition to resolve to attain them. It re 
quires capacity and courage to make decisions, and a willingness 
to stand for the right even to one’s pain. As Henry Clay said: 
“TI would rather be right than be president,” so the teacher should 


be able to say: “I would rather be honest and fail than win by 
means that are wrong.” 

Reasonably good scholarship. It is important for success, par- 
ticularly in the training course, that a student aspiring to fit her- 
self for teaching should have a real grasp of certain essential 
subject-matter, with an intelligent appreciation of its signifi- 
cance, a type of knowledge that is not memorized but has been 
tested by her proving her ability to use it. It is not that more 
knowledge is necded, but rather better knowledge, for much more 
important than any particular knowledge of arithmetic or geog- 
raphy is it to have a desire for clearness in thinking and a dis- 

) like of confusion and obscurity. To determine the character of 
her scholarship, she might well be tested for power of concen- 
trated study, of gathering data, organizing them and judging 
their value, of distinguishing essentials from non-essentials, of 
getting meaning from a printed page, of interpreting a problem 
and of clear, forceful expression in language. 

A liking for children. It is scarcely necessary to emphasize 
the importance of a sympathetic nature as a part of the success- 
ful teacher’s equipment. If this qualification is a natural trait, 
the profession of teaching is a splendid field for it. If one en- 
ters into teaching without it, one has a handicap that may, alone 
prevent success and happiness in it. As the teacher is required 
to stand in loco parentis in relation to the child, so the mother 
instinct must be truly dominant if the teacher is to perform 
satisfactorily the function of her office. 

In this enumeration, therefore, of desirable qualifications to be 
emphasized in candidates for normal school training and for the 
teaching profession, it is urged that scholarship is not the sole 
nor the chief qualification. In a considerable measure a record 
of good scholarship is a fairly reliable index of intellectual cali- 
bre and of the quality of the person—and consequently it is de- 
sirable to urge the attainment’ of as high a grade of scholarship 
as possible. It goes far toward proving the possession of good 
habits of thinking, alertness of mind, range and depth of intel- 
lectual interest, love of study and acquired habit of study, power 
of expression of thought and skill in the application of knowledge. 
And the greater the preparation of the student along these lines 
the more probable her success will be as a teacher, provided she 


has the other personal qualities mentioned above. But these 
qualities of personality are undeniably more important for teach- 
ing than mere brilliance in scholarship. Let the high school 
course be as broad as possible; set no narrow limits to its range; 
permit the cultivation of a many-sided interest; provide as much 
as can be done for a liberalized vision and a truly awakened 
mind. For if this broad foundation of knowledge is not laid in 
the high school, there is little chance’‘of ever gaining it afterward. 
If the normal school is not satisfied with the knowledge of ele- 
mentary subjects possessed by candidates for entrance and, of- 
ten it has reason to complain, then, it is to be hoped that the time 
will come when the normal school course will be lengthened suf- 
ficiently to provide for it there. 

But let the student of vigorous vitality and contagious enthu- 
siasm due to good healthy, joyous living be informed of the privi- 
leges and opportunities of teaching and she will be encouraged 
to follow it as a profession. Give the student of alert mind a 
chance to see and grasp the bigness of the work that deals with 
the developing mind, the exhilarating and stimulating task of 
instructing and training living, human beings instead of working 
with things lacking nfe; and to know about it will be to be 
attracted to such a vocation. Show the student of attractive and 
adaptable personality the limitless field for the use of her powers 
and talents; and it will be a strong appeal. Indicate to the stu- 
dent of responsibility and high moral character the chance for 
service and effective work through personal influence and exam- 
ple; and she will find this chance in no other vocation contributing 
more satisfaction than in teaching. And finally point out to the 
student who shows potential “vicariousness,” that instinctive love 
.of others, especially children, which enables her to see life from 
their standpoint and through their eyes—point out to her the 
reality of shaping and training young lives in order to transform 
them into nobler men and women ; and she will see in teaching the 
finest opportunities for realizing her best self. 


